Trawvel TV | Radio  More - Search BREC Mews

England | Northern lreland Scotland Wales | UK Politics | Education | Magazine

24 January 2011 Last updated at 00:10 GMT EGQE (=Y

Brain cooling could aid stroke recovery

Cooling the brain of patients who have
suffered a stroke could dramatically
improve their recovery, a group of Scottish
doctors has said.
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Clinical Brain Sciences at the University of Edinburgh, said: "Every day
1,000 Europeans die from stroke - that's one every 90 seconds - and
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"Qur estimates are that hypothermia might improve the outcome for more
than 40,000 Europeans every year."

Space travel

Dr Macleod and his Scottish team are joining a consortium of clinicians
from across Europe to seek funding for a trial involving 1,200 stroke
patients.

Speaking for European Stroke Research Network for Hypothermia
(EuroRYP), a group of European researchers from more than 20
countries, Dr Macleod added: "The preliminary evidence is all there - now
it is time for Europe to act.”

The European research project, which will also include hospitals in
Germany, [taly and France, is being led by Professor Dr Stefan Schwab.

Dr Schwab said: "We know the financial situation is difficult, but based on
current evidence, the personal and economic benefits of avoiding stroke
related death and disability means that the trial would pay for itself in less
than a year.

"As the population ages, this trial will become even more important, and a
benefit of cooling demonstrated in the proposed study will set the stage
for future studies with hypothermia, extending the eligibility of the
treatment to even greater number of patients.”

The progress of the clinicians is also reportedly being watched by those
from the European Space Agency because of its possible application for
the future of long distance space travel.
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